GUEST EDITORIAL

by Ron Covais

As a people, Canadians and Americans
share many of the same values. As sover-
eign nations our interests are, more often
than not, in concert and mutually sup-
portive. Among other things, we are each
otherOs most important trade partner, and
we have been partners in national defense
since the Ogdensburg Declaration of 1940.

Political and other differences will
occur from time to time b this is to be
expected especially in the post September
11, 2001 environment. But we should
never lose sight of the key issue b the
Ooverall relationshipO between our two
nations. The resilience, the importance
and the spirit of our relationship has
always, and will always bring us back to
being good partners.

Canadians and Americans have devel-
oped a working relationship, amodus operandi,
that has fostered a cooperative bilateral
relationship that is among the closest and
most extensive in the world. It has tradi-
tionally been based on defense and trade.

U.S. defense arrangements with
Canada are more extensive than with any
other country. The Permanent Joint Board
on Defense, established in 1940, provides
a mechanism for policy consultations on
bilateral defense issues. We share NATO
mutual security commitments. American and
Canadian military forces have cooperated
since 1958 on continental air defense
through NORAD. A Binational Planning
Group, established in 2002, develops joint
plans for maritime and land defense, and
for military support to civil authorities in
times of emergency.

The U.S. and Canada have the
worldOs largest trading relationship.
Through our free trade agreements, two-
way merchandise trade and services
between us have grown by 142%. The
U.S. is CanadaOs largest foreign investor
and Canada is the leading export market
for 39 of the 50 U.S. States.

The modus operandi that has evolved
from our mutual management of defense
and trade issues must now be applied to a
new dynamic B security and trade. This
emphasis on security refers to the terrorist
threats to both nations and how best to
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